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Toss-Up Round 
 
Question 1 

For ten points, a dish that is served in Florentine style traditionally includes what green vegetable? 

 ANSWER:  spinach 

 

 

Question 2 
Johannes Gutenberg is often credited with inventing the printing press.  However, it is more correct to say he 

improved or perfected it, rather than inventing it.  For ten points, Gutenberg’s printing press used what specific 

feature that made it much more flexible than other methods of printing? 

 ANSWER:  moveable type 

 

 

Question 3 
Which word is the adverb in the following sentence:  “Yesterday Eric drove his dad’s yellow car.” 

 ANSWER:  Yesterday 
 

 

Question 4 
Robert Johnson, who founded the BET television network, is the first black person to be the majority owner of 

a professional sports franchise.  For ten points, he owns what NBA team located in North Carolina? 

 ANSWER:  Charlotte Bobcats  (accept either the city or the team name) 

 
 
 



Question 5 
Spain’s king Juan Carlos made a historic trip in 2009.  For ten points, he visited what neighboring British 

colony with whom Spain has had limited diplomatic relations for nearly three hundred years? 

 ANSWER:  Gibraltar 
 

 

Question 6 
If you suffered from hippophobia, for ten points what would you be afraid of? 

 ANSWER:  horses 
 

 

Question 7 
Many theatres and arenas have levels named loge, balcony, mezzanine, and orchestra.  For ten points, place 

loge, balcony, mezzanine, and orchestra in order from lowest to highest. 

 ANSWER:  orchestra, loge, mezzanine, balcony 

 

 

Question 8 
For ten points, what artist is famous for a series of paintings featuring sunflowers? 

 ANSWER:  Vincent Van Gogh 
 

 

Question 9 
For ten points, the 1984 film Red Dawn had the distinction of being the first motion picture to receive what 

rating? 

 ANSWER:  PG-13 
 

 

Question 10 
There is only one sports facility that is home to two different NBA teams as well as an NHL team.  For ten 

points, name this California arena. 

 ANSWER:  Staples Center 
 
 
 
 



Question 11 

For ten points, Swiss steak, English muffins, and Russian dressing were all first served in what country? 

 ANSWER:  the USA 
 

 

Question 12 
“Be sure you’re right.  Then go ahead.”  For ten points, this is the motto of what famous frontiersman? 

 ANSWER:  Davy Crockett 
 

 

Question 13 

The answer is not Star Wars or Harry Potter or Lord of the Rings.  For ten points, two of the top five biggest 

box office movies of all time were part of what series? 

 ANSWER:  Pirates of the Caribbean 

 

 

Question 14 

“It’s filled with mighty pushy people.”  For ten points, this is a description of what city that was given by Scarlett 

O’Hara in Gone with the Wind. 

 ANSWER  Atlanta 
 

 

Question 15 

Surprisingly, this very religious western state leads the nation in the percentage of its residents who suffer from 

depression.  About two percent of its men and fourteen percent of its women have been treated for clinical 

depression.  For ten points, name this state. 

 ANSWER:  Utah 

 

 

 

Question 16 
For ten points, the name of what South American country comes from the Latin word for “silver”? 

 ANSWER:  Argentina 

 

 

 



Question 17 

For ten points, since the demotion of Pluto, what planet is the smallest in the Solar System? 

 ANSWER:  Mercury 

 
 
Question 18 

People who are especially sensitive to poison ivy will also have a reaction to this common nut.  For ten points, 

name the nut which is particularly popular in many Asian cuisines. 

 ANSWER:  cashew 
 
 
Question 19 

For ten points, what is the most common eye color in humans? 

 ANSWER:  brown 

 
 
Question 20 

Although this drink was first distilled in the 14th Century, it did not become popular in the United States until 

after World War II.  It is traditionally made from potatoes, but today various varieties are made from cereal 

grains and even soybeans.  It is the main ingredient in such cocktails as a Bloody Mary and a Screwdriver.  

Name this alcohol, whose name is a derivative of the Russian word for water. 

 ANSWER:  vodka 
 
 
Question 21 

British chemists William Ramsay and Morris Travers named this element in 1898, shortly after discovering 

krypton.  Its atomic number is 10, and it is a noble gas.  The name is derived from the Greek word for “new”.  

Name this element, which glows bright orange when an electric current is passed through it. 

 ANSWER:  neon 

 

 

Question 22 

For ten points, what blonde personality has trademarked the catchphrase “That’s hot”? 

 ANSWER:  Paris Hilton 

 

 



Question 23 

Esperanto is an invented international language.  For ten points, all nouns in Esperanto end with what letter of 

the alphabet? 

 ANSWER:  “O” 

 

 

 

Question 24 

For ten points, in what year did J.K. Rowling publish the first Harry Potter book? 

 ANSWER:  1997 
 
 
 
Question 25 

“Sometimes I wonder whether the world is being run by smart people who are putting us on or by imbeciles 

who really mean it.”  For ten points this is a quote from what 19th Century American author and humorist? 

 ANSWER:  Mark Twain  (OR Samuel Clemens) 
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Bonus Round 
 
Starting with the next question, if a toss-up is answered correctly, the team gets to answer the 
corresponding bonus. 
 
Toss-Up 26 

For ten points, what poet claimed that taking “the road less traveled” has “made all the difference”? 

 ANSWER:  Robert Frost 
Bonus 26 
For five points each, give these words, all of which begin with the letter “Q”. 

 Part 1 

 This term originally meant to keep separate for a period of forty days, usually to isolate someone or 

something that is potentially infectious from the general public.  Give the term. 

  ANSWER:  quarantine 
 Part 2 

 The name of this sub-atomic particle originally appeared in the James Joyce novel Finnegan’s Wake to 

describe the cawing of a bird.  Give the word. 

  ANSWER:  quark 

 Part 3 

 The British came up with this derogatory term for a religious group whose members were instructed to 

“tremble at the word of the Lord”.  Give the term. 

  ANSWER:  Quaker 
 Part 4 

 These rules were considered unmanly when they were first introduced in 1894.  Give the name for the 

modern rules of boxing. 

  ANSWER:  Queensbury Rules 

 Part 5 

 You may want to remember this two-letter word the next time you play Scrabble.  Spell the ancient unit 

of liquid measure that the Babylonians used to measure mead. 

  ANSWER:  Q – A  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Toss-Up 27 

In 1991 Arnold Schwarzenegger became the first person to drive the civilian version of this military vehicle.  

For ten points, name the vehicle. 

 ANSWER:  HumVee  OR  Hummer 
Bonus 27 
 Question 

 Ten restaurant chains have more than 5,000 locations each in the United States.  Five of these are 

McDonalds, Burger King, Wendy’s, Pizza Hut, and KFC.  For five points each, name the other five 

chains with more than 5,000 locations nationwide 

  ANSWER: 

   Domino’s 
   Dunkin’ Donuts 
   Starbucks 
   Subway 
   Taco Bell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toss-Up 28 

What organ produces sebum?  For ten points, is it the liver, the skin, the brain, or the stomach? 

 ANSWER:  skin 

Bonus 28 

In 2008 Ellison Research conducted a poll asking 5,000 people of all religious backgrounds whether they 

considered different things sinful.  I will name five groups of three possible sins.  For five points each, tell me 

which thing in each group the largest number of people considered sinful. 

 Part 1 

 Homosexual activity, adultery, having an abortion 

  ANSWER:  adultery 
 Part 2 

 Sex before marriage, not reporting income on your tax return, not attending church services regularly 

  ANSWER:  not reporting income on your tax return 

 Part 3 

 Getting drunk, gambling, smoking marijuana 

  ANSWER:  smoking marijuana 
 Part 4 

 Racism, swearing, gossip 

  ANSWER:  racism 
 Part 5 

 Sexual thoughts about someone you’re not married to, doing things that harm the environment, 

watching pornography 

  ANSWER:  watching pornography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Toss-Up 29 

Since the year 2000 most places in America have gained population.  However some now have fewer people 

than they did in 2000.  For ten points, four of the ten fastest shrinking places in the United States are in what 

south central state? 

 ANSWER:  Louisiana 
Bonus 29 
President Obama threw out the first pitch at the 2009 Major League Baseball All-Star Game.  For five points 

each, answer these questions. 

 Part 1 

 Eighteen Presidents have thrown out first pitches at various baseball games.  The first Presidential first 

pitch happened in 1910.  What President threw that pitch? 

  ANSWER:  William Howard Taft 

 Part 2 

 When President Obama threw his pitch at the All-Star Game, he wore a jacket with what team’s logo on 

it? 

  ANSWER:  Chicago White Sox 

 Part 3 

 President Obama gave two reasons why he wore the White Sox jacket.  One was that “everyone knows 

I’m a White Sox fan.”  What was the other reason? 

  ANSWER:  his wife said he looked cute in the jacket  (accept similar answers) 

 Part 4 

 At the end of the All-Star Game, a pitcher presented the President with a White Sox cap.  That pitcher 

went on to pitch a perfect game later in the season.  Name him. 

  ANSWER:  Mark Buerhle  (pronounced “burly”) 

 Part 5 

 Name the city and the stadium where the 2009 Major League Baseball All-Star Game was held.   

ANSWER:  Busch Stadium in St. Louis  (both city and stadium name are necessary) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Toss-Up 30 

Long before he painted American Gothic, Grant Wood worked for the U.S. Army.  For ten points, Wood spent 

most of his Army career designing what type of patterns? 

 ANSWER:  camouflage 

Bonus 30 
For five points each, spell these words that have appeared in various questions and answers earlier in this 

round. 

 Part 1 

 camouflage 

  ANSWER:  C – A – M – O – U – F – L – A – G – E  
 Part 2 

 Caribbean  

  ANSWER:  C – A – R – I – B – B – E – A – N  
 Part 3 

 moveable 

  ANSWER:  M – O – V – E – A – B – L – E  

 Part 4 

 mezzanine  

  ANSWER:  M – E – Z – Z – A – N – I – N – E  
 Part 5 

 Schwarzenegger   

ANSWER:  S – C – H – W – A – R – Z – E – N – E – G – G – E – R  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Toss-Up 31 

For ten points, is ecchymosis (ek-uh-MOE-sis) the medical term for a bruise, a wart, a pimple, or a scar? 

 ANSWER:  bruise 

Bonus 31 
For five points each, identify these countries, given the nations that border them. 

 Part 1 

 Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Israel, and Syria 

  ANSWER:  Jordan 

 Part 2 

Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, and Malaysia 

  ANSWER:  Thailand 
 Part 3 

 Honduras and Costa Rica 

  ANSWER:  Nicaragua 

 Part 4 

Argentina, Bolivia, and Brazil 

  ANSWER:  Paraguay 
 Part 5 

 Russia, Sweden, and Finland 

  ANSWER:  Norway 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Toss-Up 32 

Twelve countries signed the first of these international agreements in 1864.  Today the treaties consist of four 

agreements and three protocols.  Swiss humanitarian Henri Durant, founder of the Red Cross, initiated the first 

agreement.  They protect soldiers who are sick or wounded on land or sea or who are taken prisoner during 

wartime.  For ten points, these agreements are named after what Swiss city where they originated? 

 ANSWER:  Geneva (conventions) 

Bonus 32 
Within five miles per hour either way, give the record speed for each of these things 

 Part 1 

 Baseball pitch 

  ANSWER:  101 mph (accept 96 – 106) 

 Part 2 

Golf ball 

  ANSWER:  170 mph (accept 165 – 175) 

 Part 3 

 Karate chop 

  ANSWER:  32 mph (accept 27 – 37) 

 Part 4 

 Frisbee 

  ANSWER:  74 mph (accept 69 – 79) 

 Part 5 

Tennis serve 

  ANSWER:  155 mph (accept 150 – 160) 
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Proceed to the lightning round. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lightning Round 
 
Category One:  Shows That Changed TV 

I will name ten programs that made Time magazine’s list of the top seventeen shows that changed television.  

For ten points each, within two years either way, you tell me the year when each show first debuted.  For 

example, if I said The Simpsons, you would say 1989. 

 

 

 1. I Love Lucy 

   ANSWER:  1951  (accept 1949 – 1953) 

 2. M*A*S*H 

   ANSWER:  1972 (accept 1970 – 1974) 

 3. Survivor 

   ANSWER:  2000 (accept 1998 – 2002) 

 4. Sesame Street 

   ANSWER:  1969  (accept 1967 – 1971) 

 5. The Superbowl 

   ANSWER:  1967  (accept 1965 – 1969) 
 6. The Cosby Show 

   ANSWER:  1984  (accept 1982 – 1986) 
 7. Lost 

   ANSWER:  2004 (accept 2002 – 2006) 

 8. The Mary Tyler Moore Show 

   ANSWER:  1970 (accept 1968 – 1972) 
 9. Bevis and Butthead 

   ANSWER:  1993 (accept 1991 – 1995) 

 10. Hill Street Blues 

   ANSWER:  1981  (accept 1979 – 1983) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Lightning Round 
 
Category Two:  Republican Governors 

I will name ten governors of U.S. states, all of whom are members of the Republican Party.  For ten points 

each, you tell me which state each leads.  For example, if I said “Sean Parnell”, you would say “Alaska”. 

 

 

 1. Linda Lingle 

   ANSWER:  Hawaii  
 2. Tim Pawlenty 

   ANSWER:  Minnesota 
3. Rick Perry  

   ANSWER:  Texas 

 4. Haley Barbour 

   ANSWER:  Mississippi 
 5. Bobby Jindal 

   ANSWER:  Louisiana 
 6. Sonny Perdue 

   ANSWER:  Georgia 
 7. Arnold Schwarzenegger 

   ANSWER:  California 
 8. Charlie Crist  

   ANSWER:  Florida 
 9. Mitch Daniels  

   ANSWER:  Indiana 
 10. Mark Sanford 

   ANSWER:  South Carolina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lightning Round 
 
Category Three:  Democratic Senators 

I will name ten United States Senators, all of whom are members of the Democratic Party.  For ten points 

each, you tell me which state each represents.  For example, if I said “Ted Kennedy”, you would say 

“Massachusetts”. 

 

 

 1. Diane Feinstein  

   ANSWER:  California 
 2. Kirstin Gillibrand  (KURR-stun  JILL-uh-brand) 

   ANSWER:  New York 
 3. Chris Dodd 

   ANSWER:  Connecticut 
 4. Roland Burris 

   ANSWER:  Illinois 

 5. Mary Landrieu 

   ANSWER:  Louisiana 
 6. John Kerry 

   ANSWER:  Massachusetts 
 7. Arlen Specter 

   ANSWER:  Pennsylvania 
 8. Mark Warner 

   ANSWER:  Virginia 
 9. Russ Feingold 

   ANSWER:  Wisconsin 
 10. Mark Begich (BAG-itch) 

   ANSWER:  Alaska 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lightning Round 
 
Category Four:  Football Teams—In Other Words 

I’ll give ten clues that indicate different National Football League teams.  For ten points each, you identify the 

team, including the city or state in their name.  For example, if I said “people from Dallas or El Paso”, you 

would say “Houston Texans”. 

 
 
 1. aquatic mammals 

   ANSWER:  Miami Dolphins 
 2. what keeps cell phones and laptops fully powered 

   ANSWER:  San Diego Chargers 
 3. people who put things in their suitcases 

   ANSWER:  Green Bay Packers 

 4. those who have made it to heaven 

   ANSWER:  New Orleans Saints 

 5. hits hard, over and over again 

   ANSWER:  St. Louis Rams 
 6. Mr. Clinton and Mr. Cosby 

   ANSWER:  Buffalo Bills 
 7. expensive sports cars 

   ANSWER:  Jacksonville Jaguars 
 8. airplane engines 

   ANSWER:  New York Jets 
 9. people who have been on the beach too long 

   ANSWER:  Washington Redskins 
 10. top-level Scouts 

   ANSWER:  Philadelphia Eagles 


